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[0 O "Please pass the turkey and dressing." What does this simple request make you think about[]

If youare an Americanl] you think about Thanksgiving. A turkey dinner symbolizes Thanksgiving forAmericans.
What does Thanksgiving remind Americans of(]

Their families. Thanksgiving is a familytime. On this holiday[d families gather to gobble up the gobbler and stuff
themselves with stuffing.Family members enjoy watching parades and football games on TV and just being
together. What does"family" mean to Americans[]

O O The traditional American family is a "nuclear family." A nuclear family refers to a husband andwife and their
children. The average American family today has two or three children [J and maybe a fewpets[] . In some cultures
[0 people live close to their extended family. Several generations may even livetogether. In Americall only in a few
cases does more than one household live under one roof.[J [1 American values receive a warm welcome in the
home. Many homes are run like a democracy.Each family member can have a say. A sense of equality often exists
in American homes. Instead offearing Mom and Dad[J children may think of them as good friends. Husbands and
wives often sharehousehold chores. In many cases[] a child can enjoy privacy in his or her own bedroom. From an
earlyage] children gain responsibility in handling money. They may receive a weekly allowance or even
workpart-time jobs. Often parents give children freedom to make their own decisions. Preschoolers choosewhat
clothes to wear or which toys to buy. Young adults generally make their own choices about whatcareer to pursue
and whom to marry.[] [0 Families in Americall like those in every culture[d face many problems. Social pressures
are breakingapart more and more American homes. Over half of U.S. marriages now end in divorce. More than
onein four American children are growing up in single-parent homes. As a resultt] many people believe
theAmerican family is in trouble.
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