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00 O 1.0 alJ Shakespeares major characters are neither merely individual ones nor type ones[] they are
individuals representing certain types. Each character has his or her own personalities; meanwhile, they may share
features with others. [ b[J By applying a psycho-analytical approach, Shakespeare succeeds in exploring the
characters inner mind. [J c[0 Shakespeare seldom invents his own plots; instead, he borrows them from some old
plays or storybooks, or from ancient Greek and Roman sources. [1 dJ In his writing, disguise is also an important
device to create dramatic irony, usually with woman as man. [ e[] He often wrote skillfully in different poetic
forms, like sonnet, the blank verse, and the rhymed couplet.(0 O 2.00 al0 Hamlet has none of the single-minded
blood lust of the earlier revengers. It is not because he is incapable of action, but because the cast of his mind is so
speculative, so questioning, and so contemplative that action, when it finally comes, seems almost like defeat,
diminishing rather than adding to the stature of the hero. 00 b0 Trapp~ in a nightmare world of spying, testing and
plotting, and apparently bearing the intolerable burden of the duty to revenge his fathers death, Hamlet is obliged
to inhabit a shadow world, to live suspended between fact and fiction, language and action. His life is one of
constant role-playing, examining the nature of action only to deny its possibility for he is too sophisticated to
degrade his nature to the conventional role of a stage revenger. O c[J For such a figure, soliloquy is a natural
medium, a necessary release of his anguish; and some of his questioning monologues possess surpassing power and
insight, which have survived centuries of being tom from their context.[] O 3.00 alJ It usually refers to Geoffrey
Chaucer whose masterpiece The Canterbury Tales ranks as one of the greatest poetic works in English literature.

[0 b0 Chaucer made a great contribution to English poetry by introducing from France the rhymed stanzas of
various types to English poetry to replace the Old English alliterative verse. It was he who used for the first time in
English the rhymed couplet of iambic pentameter which was later called the heroic couplet. [J c[1 Chaucer was the
first to write in the current English language. Though drawing influence from French, Italian and Latin models, he
did much in making the dialect of London the foundation for modem English language. O dJ In his works
Chaucer developed his characterization to a higher artistic level by presenting characters with both typical qualities
and individual dispositions. That is why John Dryden called him the Father of English Poetry.
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