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Without a doubt, you have thought about sociologicalissur.s before opening this book. Have you or a child-hood
friend ever spent time in day care? Are your par-ents or a friend s parents divorced. Are you concernedabout
plagiarism or binge drinking on your campus?Did you need a student loan to attend college? Chancesare you have
been touched by most or all of these is-sues. If you are like most students, youve also spent agreat deal of time
thinking about your future career. Ifyou major in sociology, what occupations can youchoose from?These are just
some of the topics of immediate per-sonal interest that are dealt with in this book. Sociologistsalso address broader
issues, from bilingual education tothe existence of slavery in the 21st century. Sociology in-cludes the study of
immigration, poverty, overpopula-don, and the process and problems of growing old indifferent cultures. In the
aftermath of disasters such asHurricane Katrina and the terrorist attacks of September11, 2001, sociologists have
been called onto explaintheir social consequences&mdash;&mdash;how they affected people ofdifferent ages,
social classes, and racial and ethnicgroups, and how our government responded. These top&mdash;&mdash;ics,
along with many others, are of great interest to me,but it is the sociological explanations for them that |
findespecially compelling. The introductory sociology classprovides the ideal laboratory in which to study our
ownsociety and those of our global neighbors.
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Sociologists can learn a great deal usingavailable information. For example, everyyear the Social Security
Administration receives thousands ofregistrations for newborn babies. Usingthese data, we can identify some
culturaltrends in the popularity of childrensnames.As the accompanying figure shows,for example, John has been
an extremelypopular boys name for over a century. In2004, over 5,000 babies were namedJohn, making the
moniker the 18thmost popular name that year. Though on-ly about half as many babies were namedJuan in 2004,
that name has been gainingin popularity in recent generations, reflect-ing the growing impact of the Latino
popu-lation in the United States.We can see some other patterns inthe annual data on name giving. In manyethnic
and racial groups, parents choosenames that display pride in their identity orthe uniqueness they see in their
children.Among African Americans, for example,names such as Ebony and Imani are themost popular ones for
girls.&hellip;&hellip;
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