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"On the night of Sir Charles's deathBarrymore the butler, who made thediscovery, sent Perkins the groom
onhorseback to me, and as | was sitting uplate | was able to reach Baskerville Hallwithin an hour of the event. |
checked andcorroboratedz all the facts which werementioned at the inquest. | followed thefootsteps down the Yew
Alley, | saw thespot at the moor-gate where he seemed tohave waited, | remarked the change in theshape of the
prints after that point, | notedthat there were no other footsteps savethose of Barrymore on the soft gravel,
andfinally I carefully examined the body,which had not been touched until myarrival. Sir Charles lay on his face,
hisarms out, his fingers dug into the ground,and his features convulsed with somestrong emotion to such an extent
that Icould hardly have sworn to his identity. There was certainly no physical injury ofany kind. But one false
statement wasmade by Barrymore at the inquest. He saidthat there were no traces upon the groundround the body.
He did not observe any.But | did - some little distance off, butfresh and clear."
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