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O O 1. Language is a means of verbal communication. It is instrumental in that communicating by speaking or
writing is a purposeful act. It is social and conventional in that language is a social semiotic and communication can
only take place effectively if all the users share a broad understanding of human interaction including such
associated factors as nonverbal cuesC] motivation] and socio-cultural roles. Language learning and use are
determined by the intervention of biological(d cognitivel] psychosociall]l and environmental factors. In short[d
language distinguishes us from animals because it is far more sophisticated than any animal communication system
O as the well-known philosopher Bertrand Russell once observedd "No matter how eloquently a dog may bark[]
he cannot tell you that his parents were poor but honest." Thereforell it is also agreed that there are fundamental
differences between human language and other animals ways of communicating.[] [I ii. By comparing language
with animal communication systems[] we can find some defining properties of human language that distinguish it
from any animal system of communicationJ which are called design features. The following are the frequently
discussed ones[] [ [J 100 Arbitrariness. It refers to the fact that the forms of linguistic signs bear no natural
relationship to their meaning. For instance[J we cannot explain why a book is called a/buk/and a pen a/pen/.
Howeverl[] there seems to be different levels of arbitrariness. Firstly[] the relationship between the sound of a
morpheme and its meaning is arbitrary. You may object to this when you think of words with different degrees of
onomatopoeiall namely[] words that sound like the sounds they describe. As a matter of factl] arbitrary and
onomatopoeic effect may work at the same time. Secondlyd] language is arbitrary at syntactic level. As we know[]
the order of elements in a sentence follows certain rulest] and there is a certain degree of Correspondence between
the sequence of clauses and the real happeningsC] we can reverse the order of the clauses. Thirdly(] we have to
look at the other side of the coin of arbitrariness[] namely[] conventionality. Arbitrariness of language makes it
potentially creative[] and conventionality of language makes learning a language laborious.
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