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内容概要

　　《英语专业考研名校全真试卷(语言学)(全新精华版)》独一无二最新、最全面的英语专业考研真
题集，答案解析完整、详细、权威，拓展空间名家名作全方位备考，以不变应万变。
考生可以尽快把握各个学校考题的主要方向、难度、知识广度，同时可以尽早掌握解题思路和技巧，
并在掌握真题的基础上。
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章节摘录

　　i. Language is a means of verbal communication. It is instrumental in that communicating by speaking or
writing is a purposeful act. It is social and conventional in that language is a social semiotic and communication can
only take place effectively if all the users share a broad understanding of human interaction including such
associated factors as nonverbal cues， motivation， and socio-cultural roles. Language learning and use are
determined by the intervention of biological， cognitive， psychosocial， and environmental factors. In short，
language distinguishes us from animals because it is far more sophisticated than any animal communication system
， as the well-known philosopher Bertrand Russell once observed： "No matter how eloquently a dog may bark，
he cannot tell you that his parents were poor but honest." Therefore， it is also agreed that there are fundamental
differences between human language and other animals ways of communicating.　　ii. By comparing language
with animal communication systems， we can find some defining properties of human language that distinguish it
from any animal system of communication， which are called design features. The following are the frequently
discussed ones：　　1） Arbitrariness. It refers to the fact that the forms of linguistic signs bear no natural
relationship to their meaning. For instance， we cannot explain why a book is called a/buk/and a pen a/pen/.
However， there seems to be different levels of arbitrariness. Firstly， the relationship between the sound of a
morpheme and its meaning is arbitrary. You may object to this when you think of words with different degrees of
onomatopoeia， namely， words that sound like the sounds they describe. As a matter of fact， arbitrary and
onomatopoeic effect may work at the same time. Secondly， language is arbitrary at syntactic level. As we know，
the order of elements in a sentence follows certain rules， and there is a certain degree of Correspondence between
the sequence of clauses and the real happenings， we can reverse the order of the clauses. Thirdly， we have to
look at the other side of the coin of arbitrariness， namely， conventionality. Arbitrariness of language makes it
potentially creative， and conventionality of language makes learning a language laborious.
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编辑推荐

　　《英语专业考研名校全真试卷（语言学）（全新精华版）》名校真题·精心研读·题型特点·权
威分析·把握走向·准确预测。
精选全国各大名校英语专业全真试题，知名教授解读命题特点指明解题思路，英专考研权威专家准确
预测考试走向。
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