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0000 "Down isthe best. They're plenty up above, too.” Bill went down the bank. "Take a worm can.” "No, |
don't want one. If they won't take a fly I'll just flick it around.” Bill was down below watching the stream. "Say," he
called up against the noise of the dam. "How about putting the wine in that spring up the road?" "All right," |
shouted. Bill waved his hand and started down the stream. | found the two wine-bottles in the pack, and carried
them up the road to where the water of a spring flowed out of an iron pipe. There was a board over the spring and |
lifted it and, knocking the corks firmly into the bottles, lowered them down into the water. It was so cold my hand
and wrist felt numbed. 1 put back the slab of wood, and hoped nobody would find the wine. | got my rod that was
leaning against the tree, took the bait-can and landing-net,and walked out onto the dam. It was built to provide a
head of water for driving logs. The gate was up, and | sat on one of the squared timbers and watched the smooth
apron of water before the river rambled into the falls_ In the white water at the foot of the dam it was deep. As |
baited up, a trout shot up out of the white water into the falls and was carried down Before | could finish baiting,
another trout jJumped at the falls, making the same lovely arc and disappearing into the water that was thundering
down. | put on a good-sized sinker and dropped into the white water close to the edge of the timbers of the dam. |
did not feel the first trout strike. When I started to pull up I felt that | had one and brought him, fighting and
bending the rod almost double, out of the boiling water at the foot of the falls, and swung him up and onto the
dam. He was a good trout,and | banged his head against the timber so that he quivered out straight, and then
slipped him into my bag.
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