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O OO OO O O Some critics have argued that Welies's use of the search for* Rosebud” is a flaw inCitizen
Kane,because the idenfification of the word proves it to be a trivial gim.mick.If indeed we assume that the whole
point of Citizen Kane is really to idenfify Rosebud( this charge might be valid.But in fact.Rosebud serves a very
importantmotivating function in the film.It creates Thompson’ s goal and thus focuses ourattention on his delving
into the lives of Kane and his associates.Citizen Kane be-comes a mystery story[] but instead of investigating a
crimeld the reporter investigatesa characteL So the Rosebud clues provide the basic motivation necessary for
theplot to progress.[] of course.the Rosebud device selves other functions as well( forinstance the liRle sled
provides a transition from the boardinghouse scene to thecheerless Christmas when Thatcher gives Charles a new
sled.] Citizen Kane’ s narrative revolves around an investigafton into traits of character.As a result[] these traits
provide many ofthe motivations for events.[J In this respectl] the film obeys principles of the classical Hollywood
narrative.[] Kane’ s desire to provemat Susan is reaUY a singer and not iust his mistress motivates his
manipulation ofher opera career.His mother’ s overly protective desire to remove her son from whatshe considers
to be a bad environment motivates her appointment of Thatcher as theboy’ s guardian.Dozens of actions are
motivated by character traits and goals.
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