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00 O Text ACI OO Hippocratic Oathld The Medical Ideal(] [ Perhaps the most enduring-certainly the most
quoted-tradition in the history of medicine is the Hippocratic Oath.Named after the famous Greek physician
Hippocrates'] this oath was written as a guideline for the medical ethics of doctors.Although the exact words have
changed over time[ the general content is the same-an oath to respect those who have imparted their knowledge
upon the science of medicine and respect to the patients as well as the promise to treat them to the best of the
physicians' ability.[] [0 Who Was Hippocratest] and Did He Write the Oath[]

[0 O For a man considered by many to be the* Father of Medicine” [ little is known about Hippocrates of
Cos.He lived circa 460-380 BCLI and was the contemporary of-Socrates as well as a practicing physician.He was
certainly held to be the most famous physician and teacher of medicine in his time.Over 60 treatises of medicine

(] called the Hippocratic Corpus] have been attributed to him[J however[J these treatises had conflicting
contents and were written sometime between 510 and 300 BC[J and therefore could not all have been written by
him.[J O The Oath was named after Hippocrates[] certainly[d although its penmanship is still in
question.According to authorities in medical history[J the contents of the oath suggest that it was penned during
the 4th Century BCL which makes it possible that Hippocrates had himself written it. Anyway[] regardless of
whether or not Hippocrates himself had written the Hippocratic Oathl] the contents of the oath reflect his views
on medical ethies.lJ [0 From Medical Ideal to Standard Ethics Guidelinest] O The Hippocratic Oath was not very
well received when it was first penned[] being a representation of only a minor segment of Greek opinion at the
time.However[] by the end of ancient times[] physicians began conforming to the conditions of the oath.It is
possbl that when scientific medicine suffered a gross decline after the fall of the Roman Empirel] this oath[] along
with the dictates of Hippocratic medicineld was all but forgotten in the West.It was through the perseverance of the
spirit of inquiry in the East that the tenets of Hippocratic medicine-and the Hippocratic Oath-survived this period
of deterioration] notably through the writings of Arabian authorities in medicine.The knowledge of Greek
medicine was later revived in the Christian West through the Latin translations of both these Arabic works and the
original Greek texts.[1 (1 By the late 17th Century standards of professional behavior had been set in the Western
World.The first code of medical ethics to be adopted by a professional organization was written by English
physician Thomas Percival [1 1740-18040 in 1794 which was adapted and adopted by the American Medical
Association I AMAO in 1846. This code of ethicstI which provided a gold standard for professional physicians
(] dictated the moral authority and independence of physicians in service to others and their responsibility towards
the sick[] as well as the physician’s individual honour.[J [J The seeds had been sown by Hippocrates-or one of his
ghost writers.J 0 [0 O
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