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O O O O In November 1970 Yukio Mishima, together with some of his fanatical followers from the
ultra-nationalistic Shield Society which he had founded in 1966, broke into the headquarters of Japan'sEastern
Defense Forces armed with swords and daggers, overpowered some aides, tied up the commanding general, and
demanded that the troop8 be assembled to hear a speech. Mishima addressedthe troops for ten minutes, inciting
them to rebel against the constitutional govemment imposed by the United States that had, in his words, "turned
Japan spineless. " Receiving only ridicule in response, he returned to the general’s office and there, before the
general's unbelieving eyes, proceeded to Kill himself in strict accordance with the traditional samurai ritual of
seppuku. After Mishimahad driven a dagger deep into left abdomen, one of his aides severed his head with a
sword. Theaide likewise killed himself and was beheaded; the others surrendered.
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