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00000 OO THE LAND during this Age of Fishes was apparently quite lifeless.Crags and uplands of barren
rock lay under the sun and rain. Therewas no real soft——for as yet there were no earthworms which help to make
asoil, and no plants to break up the rock particles into mould; there was no traceof moss or lichen. Life was still only
in the sea.Over this world of barren rock played great changes of climate. The causesof these changes of climate
were very complex and they have still to be properlyestimated. The changing shape of the earth's orbit, the gradual
shifting of thepoles of rotation, changes in the shapes of the continents, probably evenfluctuations in the warmth of
the sun, now conspired to plunge great areas ofthe earth's surface into long periods of cold and ice and now again
for millionsof years spread a warm or equable climate over this planet. There seem to havebeen phases of great
internal activity in the world's history, when in the courseof a few million years accumulated upthrusts would break
out in lines of volcaniceruption and upheaval and rearrange the mountain and continental outlines ofthe globe,
increasing the depth of the sea and the height of the mountains andexaggerating the extremes of climate. And these
would be followed by vastages of comparative quiescence, when frost, rain and river would wear downthe
mountain heights and carry great masses of silt to fill and raise the seabottoms and spread the seas, ever shallower
and wider, over more and more ofthe land. There have been "high and deep" ages in the world's history and
"lowand lever" ages. The reader must dismiss from his mind any idea that the surfaceof the earth has been growing
steadily cooler since its crust grew solid.
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O0000(@0O0)00OTHISSHORT HISTORY OF THE WORLD is meant tobe read straightforwardly
almost as a novel is read. Itgives in the most general way an account of ourpresent knowledge of history, shorn of
elaborationsand complications. It has been amply illustrated and everything hasbeen done to make it vivid and
clear. From it the reader should be ableto get that general view of history which is so necessary a frameworkfor the
study of a particular period or the history of a particular country.It may be found useful as a preparatory excursion
before the reading ofthe author's much fuller and more explicit Outline of History, isundertaken. But its especial
end is to meet the needs of the busy generalreader, too driven to study the maps and time charts of that Outline
indetail, who wishes to refresh and repair his faded or fragmentaryconceptions of the great adventure of mankind.
It is not an abstract orcondensation of that former work. Within its aim the Outline admits ofno further
condensation. This is a much more generalized History,planned and written afresh.WELLS'S two-volume Outline
of History',published in 1920, was the first generalhistory constructed on an evolutionary,sociological and
anthropological basis. It wasimmensely popular and set the basis for thisShort History, which Wells created to
meetthe needs of the busy general reader, toodriven to study the maps and time charts ofthat Outline in detail, who
wishes to refreshand repair his faded or fragmentaryconceptions of the great adventure ofmankind.
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