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[0 O The Norwegian Nobel Committee praised Obamafor "his extraordinary efforts to strengthen
intemationaldiplomacy] and cooperation between peoples”.[] (I The first African-American to hold his
countryshighest office, Obama has called for disarmamentand worked to restart the stopped Middle East
peaceprocess since taking office in January.[] (1 "Very rarely has a person to the same extent asObama captured the
worlds attention and given itspeople hope for a better future,” the committee said.[] [0 While the decision won
praise from statesmenlike Nelson Mandela and Mikhail Gorbachev, bothformer Nobel prize winners, it was also
attacked,especially in parts of the Arab and Muslim world, ashasty and undeserved.[] (1 The Palestinian Islamist
movement Hamas,which opposes a peace treaty with Israel, said theaward was decided too soon at best.[]

(1 "Obama has a long way to go still and lots ofwork to do before he can deserve a reward," saidHamas official Sami
Abu Zuhri. "Obama only madepromises and did not contribute any substance toworld peace. And he has not done
anything to ensurejustice for the sake of Arab and Muslim causes."[] [1 Issam al-Khazraji, a day labourer in
Baghdad,said,"He doesn’ t deserve this prize. All theseproblems——Irag, Afghanistan——have not been
solved.The man of change hasn’ t changed anything yet."Liagat Baluch, a senior leader of the Jamaat-e-Islami,a
conservative religious party in Pakistan, called theaward an embarrassing "joke".
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