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00 O Women farmers are Often lesS productivethan men[] but there are good reasons for that.sayseconomist Agnes
Quisumbing.She says womenfarmers have fewer resources than male farmers.[] [1 The new FAO report says
women make up forty-three percent of the world’ S farmers.But only aboutten to twenty percent of them own the
land they farm.Without owning land.it iS harder for them to getcredit to buy inputs such as better seeds and
fertilizers.In many countries.women are half as likely as men touse fertilizers to increase the amount of crops.[]

O Inadditiond Ms Quisumbing says many of theworld'S women are raising their children at the sametime they are
farming.C] O The FAO report says helping women farmerscould increase agricultural output in the
developingworld by as much as four percent.This in turn couldreduce the number of poor people by as much
asseventeen percent.[] [ "Just helping women farmers have the sameaccess to inputs and control of resources that
malefarmers have would really do a lot in terms ofimproving agriculture productivity,reducing hungerand
malnutritiond .” Ms Quisumbing said.[] (I She saysthe reportdoesnottryto gain sympathy.lt makes the case for
women farmers based onbusiness reasons.” We hear a lot about how womenare disadvantaged.And thev tend to
be very bleeding-heart arguments.But bleeding.heart arguments don’ tnecessarily tell heads of state to move their
mone~"0 O She saysgovernments should supportprogramsthathelpwomenfariners.11leseincludefinancial
supporttohelp them buy better seeds and fertilizers.But she sayspoliciesinmanycountriesalsoneedtochange. O [ [
O
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