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(0 O O The very fact of the recognition of dinosaurs, and the very different world in which they lived, today is a
testament to the extraordinary explanatory Power of science. The ability to be inquisitive, to probe the natural
world and all its products, and to keep asking that beguilingly simple question - why[l

- is one of the essences of being human. It is hardly surprising that developing rigorous methods in order to
determine answers to such general questions is at the core of all science.Dinosaurs are undeniably interesting to
many people. Their very existence incites curiosity, and this can be used in some instances as a means of
introducing unsuspecting audiences to the excitement of seientific discovery and the application and use of science
more generally. Just as fascination with bird songs could lead to an interest in the physics of sound transmission,
echolocation, and ultimately radar, on the one hand, or linguistics and psychology on the other; so it can be that an
interest in dinosaurs can open pathways into an equally surprising and unexpectedly wide range of scientific
disciplines. Outlining some of these pathways into science is one of the underlying purposes of this book.
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