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[0 O Prediction would be less important if scientists could easily build structures to withstand tremors.While
seismic engineering has improved dramatically in the past 10 t0 15 years[] [ every new quake reveals unexpected
weakness in "quake-resistant” structurest] [ says Terry TullisCl (I a geophysicist at Brown University.In Kobe[

O for example O a highway that opened only last year was damaged.In the Northridge earthquake [J on the
other hand O well-built structures generally did not collapse.[] [0 A recent report in Science adds yet more
anxiety about life on the faulty lines.Researchers Fan computer simulations to see how quake resistant buildings
would fall in a moderate size temblor[ taking into account that much of a quake's energy travels in a large "pulse”
of focused shaking.The resultsC] [ both steel-frame buildings and buildings that sit on insulating rubber pads
suffered se-vere damage.[] [1 More research will help experts design stronger structures and possibly find quake
pre cursors.But it is still a certainty that the next earthquake will prove once again that every fault cannot be
monitored and every highway cannot be completely quake-proofed.l] [J 41. From the first paragraph(] [ it can be
safely inferred that .00 O A. Scientists can never be able to predict the coming of earthquakes[] [J B. The
existing power on predicting earthquakes is somewhat exaggeratedd [J C. Quite a lot of scientific assertions are
groundlessl] 0 D. Earthquake predictions are beyond the reach of scientistsC] (1 42. One of the main difficulties in
accurate earthquake forecasting is that .0 O A. Earthquakes may take place in anywhere possibledJ [J B.
Earthquakes take place simultaneously and unexpectedly] [1 C. Most earthquakes take place at any unexpected
moment [J D. The occurrence of earthquakes involves too many unforeseen factorsC] [J 43. What does the word
precursor in the context in the second paragraph mean?] [J A. A man that may come before the happening of an
earthquake.[] [0 B. The leading factor that may cause a series of events to occur.[] [1 C. Any meaningful sigh that
indicates some would-be happenings.[0 OO D. An event that may have symbolic or significant nature.(] (I 44. What
does the author mean when he mentions the damage caused by earth quakes?[] I A. It is hard to build structures
strong enough to withstand serious temblor.[] (1 B. Not all structures can be made to withstand the tremor of the
earthquakes.[J O C. The damage caused by earthquakes to buildings can hardly be predicted accurately.(] O D.
No structures would be strong enough to endure violent earthquakes.(0 O 0O [
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