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(0 O The Mawangdui Han Tombs were thefamily cemetery of Licang(birth yearunknown—185 B.C.),who
originally servedas the prime minister of Changsha Stateand was later entitled"Dai Hou."Amongthe many tombs
excavated,No.1 Tombwas the largest and the excavated relicswere the most diverse and exquisite[]

Itwas the tomb of Xinzhui.Licang,s wifewho died in 165B.C.No.2Tomb waswhere Licang himself was
buried,andNo.3 was the burial place of his son.The lacquer mug is part of the largecollection of lacquerware
excavated fromthe Mangwangdui Han Tombs.Therewere about forty double-handled mugs inthree
sizes-large,medium and small.This is a medium-sized one.Made ofwood,it was lacquered red inside andblack
outside.The inner surface,edgeand handles are red,and decorated witha lively cloud pattern.In the center ofthe
bottom are three Chinese characters,literally translated as"drink to yourheart’ s content"[] evidently there was
aneasy conviviality on social occasions.The double-handled mug also had amore elegant name-"feather
mug."Thisname alludes to drinking etiquette of the time.Anyone who proposed a toast firstlyhad to pick his
subject,and would theninsert a feather into the mug.If given afeathered mug,the guest had to drainthe contents
immediately without excuseor hesitation.As time went on,feathermug became the general name for a two-handled
mug.This mug spans more than twomillennia,but the lacquer still looksbright. The combination of red and
blackwas eye-catching,but was also is a symbolof wealth and luxury in the Han Dynastyand a clue to the hospitable
bibulousnessof the era.
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