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0000 000 WhenLincoln relieved McClellan of command, a number of McClellan's subordinate
generals in the Army of the Potomac discussed abandoning the battle against the Confederacy and instead
marching on Washington to unseat the president. As late as April 1863, Major General Joseph Hooker, the
commander of that critical army, advocated replacing the presidency with a military dictatorshlp. Lincoln
responded in a measured but firm manner.After he was removed from command for losing the battle of
Chancellorsville against an enemy whom he had outnumbered more than two to one, Hooker recognized how
restrained had been the president's reaction to Hooker's political blustering and how prudent had been Lincoln's
counsel in military matters. Tearfully he told fellow generals that Lincoln had treated him as a caring father would
an errant son. A Shift in Sentiment By the time of the 1864 presidential campaign, the common soldiers also had
come to recognize the greatness of Lincoln's strategic leadership. Their votes went overwhelmingly to Lincoln,
ensuring his victory over George B. McClellan. After being sacked by Lincoln, the former general had emerged as
the president’s Democratic opponent and, as a proponent of sectional reconciliation, the most prominent
challenger to his political vision. The significance of this shift in military sentiment from McClellan to Lincoln
cannot be overstated. Politically secure as a secondterm president, Lincoln persisted with the same firmness of
purpose he had shown during an unpopular first term. His appointment of the dependable 0 0 0 0 0 O O O O
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