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[0 O Prior to the 20th centuryl] many languages with small numbers of speakers survived for centuries. The
increas-ingly interconnected modem word makes it much more difficult for small language communities to live in
relativeisolation[] a key factor in language maintenance and preservation.[] [I It remains to be seen whether the
world can maintain its linguistic and cultural diversity in the centuries ahead.Many powerful forces appear to work
against itC] population growthd which pushes migrant populations into theworld's last isolated locations[] mass
tourismd global telecommunications and mass mediall and the spread of giganticglobal corporations. All of
these forces appear to signify a future in which the language of advertisingl] popular cul-tureC] and consumer
products become similar. Already English and a few other major tongues have emerged as glob-al languages of
commerce and communication. For many of the world's peoplesC] learning one of these languages isviewed as the
key to education[J economic opportunityl] and a better way of life. Only about 3] 000 languages now inuse are
expected to survive the coming century. Are most of the rest doomed in the century after that[

[0 O Whether most of these languages survive will probably depend on how strongly cultural groups wish to
keeptheir identity alive through a native language. To do so will require an emphasis on bilingualism [J mastery of
twolanguages(] . Bilingual speakers could use their own language in small [J ler spheres —— at home[J among
friendstd in c~m-munity settings —— and a global language at work[] in dealings with government] and in
commercial spheres. In thisway[l many small languages could sustain their cultural and linguistic integrity
alongside global languages[] ratherthan yield to the homogenizing forces of globalization. Ironically(] the trend of
technological innovation that threat-ened minority languages could also help save them. For example[d some
experts predict that computer software trans-lation tools will (I | one day permit minority language speakers to
browse the Intemet using their native tongues. Lin-guists are currently using computer-aided learning tools to teach
a variety of threatened languages. O [0 [ [J
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