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O O I watched her and her mother decoratel her college dormitory room. Everythingplace organized and
arranged, just so. Attractively designed bulletin board withcarefully selected, and precisely cut, colored paper.
Pictures and remembrances2throughout of her dearest friends. Drawers and boxes under the bed. Her room
nicelyaccommaodates not only her clothes, accessories and bric-a-brac, but her roommatesas well. | closely monitor
that which 1 would have, in the past, ignored, knowing thatthis time is different. As her half of the room takes on
her essence. | begin to acceptthat her room at home is no longer hers. It is now ours. Our room for her when
shevisits.J [0 | find myself thinking of when I held her in the cradle of my arm, in the chairalongside my wifes
hospital bed. One day old. So small, so beautiful, so perfect, sototally relianta on her new, untested parents. All
manner of thoughts went through mymind as | examined her every feature for what seemed to be an eternity4.
Timemarches relentlesslys.[] (1 She looks up now, catching me staring at her, causing her to say to her
mother."Mom, Dads looking at me funny."[J [J The last few days, | touch her arm, her face——any thing—
—knowing that when mywife and I return home, she will not be with us and there will be nothing to touch. Ihave
so much to say, but no words with which to say it.
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