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Fortune and the BeggarWith wallet patched and worn, his weary footsteps trailing, a beggar passed a house, and
gazing upward yonder. At his own privations railing, could not repress his wonder: That some can make their
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homes as gorgeous as they please, and wallow deep in wealth and luxury and ease. And yet, however their pockets
they may stuff, have never enough.” Indeed, as frequently as not, such wild extravagance they covet. That, always
trying to increase their profit, they end by finding they must part with what they’ ve got!* For instance, now, the
man who used to own that mansion took up some lucky trade affair, which grew to vast expansion. Instead of
stopping there, and finishing his days without a single care, his business sold, with plenty and to spare, he launched
at turn of spring full many a gallant prow. He hoped for piles of gold: —his ships are at the bottom, the treasures
that they brought, the hungry deep has got them. It s there they’ re lying now. And all his dreams of wealth are
gone, he scarce knows how.“ Another, he took up contracting, and looked at first like making millions, he wanted
twice as much, his greed was so exacting, and plunged, so recklessly, he soon was in the Court.“ You’ dfinda
thousand more who fared the same. in short, and serve them right, the villains!” Stop, beggar!Look and see!Dame
Fortune, unexpected!She stands, and speaks you kind and fair: “ Of how to help you, friend, it" slongthatl’ ve
reflected. This heap of sovereigns I’ ve collected, put out your knapsack! There!l’ Il fill it to the top. But here my
favours stop: each sovereign as it falls is pure and solid gold, but all the shining coins your knapsack cannot hold,
will turn to rubbish as they drop. Remember, in advance I’ ve warned you to beware. I’ m ordered to observe
exactly this condition, your bag is very old, —don’ tstuff it to repletion! Be sure it holds what it can bear!” It
takes my beggar’ s breath, this news so rare. He almost feels he steps on air. His purse he opens wide and,
bountifully streaming, pours in the golden rain of sovereigns bright and gleaming. The bag weighs double what it
did before.* Enough?” “ Oh, no, notyet!”” “ It' ssplitting!” “ Never mind!” * You’ rerichas Croesus
now!” “ Please, please, a little more!One handful'Room I’ Il find!” “ It" stime to stop!Your bag is
bursting!Are you blind?” “ The smallest trifle more!” But look!The bag has burst!His bullion tumbles out, and
crumbles on the floor. Dame Fortune too is gone!He has his bag—no more!Our beggar—man remains a beggar, as
atfirst D 00 O0D 0000000000000 DO0O0000DDO0O0ODbO0O0DDOO
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