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[0 O That i dwell so long upon the attention of this Atkinsonis only because his death, which happened just
beforewe got to England, affected me so much, that he aloneof all the ships crew has engrossed my mind ever
since;though, indeed, the captain and all were singularly kindto me, and strove to make up for my uneasy and
unnaturalsituation.[] The boatswain would pipe tot my diversion,and the sailor-boy would climb the dangerous
mast formy sport.[J The rough foremast-man would never will-ingly appear before me till he had combed his
long blackhair smooth and sleek, not to terrify me.[] The officersgot up a sort of play for my amusement; and
Atkinson,or as thdy called him, Betsy, acted the heroine of the piece.All ways mat could be contrived were thought
upon toreconcile me to my lot.[J | was the universal favourite;[1 Ido not know how deservedly; but | suppose it
was becausel was alone, and there was no female in the ship besidesme.[] Had | come over with female relations or
attendants, | should have excited no particular curiosity:[1 | shouldhave required no uncommon attentions.[d | was
one littlewoman among a crew of men; and | believe the homage whichl have read that men universally pay to
women was in this casedirested to me, in the absence of all other womankind.[J Ido not know how that might be;
but I was a little princessamong them, and | was not six years old.[] [ | remember, the first drawback which
happened tomy comfort was Atkinsons not appearing Me whole ofOne day.
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