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O O In my class year(] MBA2000L] [0 there were three ChiNesestudents who came directly from Chinas
mainland. Another threeto four Chinese students came from Taiwan and Hong Kong. InadditionC] | think there
were ten or so Chinese students who hadbeen to colleges or graduate schools in the U.S. and had a fewyears of
work experiences in the U.S. So the total number ofChinese students was about twenty. Here | am excluding
thoseChinese who were born in U.S. or came to U.S. in their teens or ateven younger ages. (1 By the way[] the
total student count is around850.] There has been an increase in both the number and percent-age share of
Chinese students. For the Classes of 2001 and 20020 Chinese students increased probably by 50% annually. | hope
thistrend continues.[] [ The East Coastl] particularly the New England area [1 where HBS is located] is not
known for its big Chinese community. Euro-pean culture definitely has more impact here than
Asian/Chineseculture. That pushed our relatively small Chinese community closertogether. We had similar
cultural backgrounds and concernsld wewere all curious about a new life style[1 having similar food prefer-ences
[ facing the same cultural changes and uncertain job pros-pects. It was great to have somebody from your home
country tochat with casually and to bounce off ideas in a sea of"Yankees".[J [0 [J [
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