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The making of a writer1Charles John ttuffam Dickens(1812-1870), novelist, was born on 7 February 1812at 13 Mile
End Terrace, Portsea, Portsmouth (since1905 the Dickens Birthplace Museum), the secondchild and first son of
John Dickens (1785——1851),an assistant clerk in the navy pay office, stationedsince 1808 in Portsmouth as an
‘outport’ worker,and his wife, Elizabeth, nee Barrow 0789-1863).Parents and siblingsDickens's father, John, was the
younger son ofWilliam Dickens (d. 1785) and Elizabeth Ball(d. 1824), respectively butler~~ and housekeeperin the
Crewe family, who had married in 1781.0ld Mrs Dickens was fondly remembered bythe Crewe children as 'an
inimitable story-teller'’2(Allen, 12). On 13 June 1809 John married Eliz-abeth Barrow; her father, Charles Barrow,
wasa senior official in tile navy pay office whoshortly afterwards had to flee the country, havingbeen detected
embezzling public money. John'sgenial and convivial personality, his air of gen-tility, his financial improvidence,
and his fond-ness for grandiloquent phrases are all mirroredin Mr Micawber in David Coppereld. Certainof these
traits reappear in the character of MrDorrit(Little Dorrit~~) where, however, they arepresented much less
sympathetically. Elizabethseems to have had, like her husband, a lively andirrepressibly optimistic temperament
and aspectsof her personality have traditionally been identi-fied in both Mrs Nickleby (Nicholas Nickleby )
andMrs Micawber.The couple's first child, the musically talentedFrances Dickens, always known as Fanny,
wasborn in 1810 and was a much loved com-panion during Dickens's earliest years. In 1857she married the singer
Henry Burnett (1811-1895) and remained very dear to Dickens untilher untimely death from consumptionS) in
1848;he commemorated their childhood companion-ship in his journal Household Words.
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