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[0 O On Christmas Eve, the Woods received a very unusual telephone call. Al-though it lasted only twenty
seconds, it was from their fifteen-year-old daughterwho disappeared six months before.[J [1 "Im phoning to wish
you a happy Christmas," she said, "I love you. "[1 [1 The Woods were so happy that they started a special telephone
servicecalled "Alive and Well". The telephones are answered by answering machines.So no one can speak to the
child or make them return home. Parents of runawaychildren who are under eighteen can ask the police to bring
their children home.So children do not want to tell their parents where they are. Through "Alive andWell" they can
telephone their parents. They neednt worry about letting theirparents know the place where they live.0 [0 The
Woods and the helpers write down the telephone messages which arerecorded by the tape. Many of the 30,000
British children who have left homeare probably in London. For only two pence they can go into a telephone
boxand call their parents. They can dial 7557556 and stop their parents worry.
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