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内容概要

　　The Chinese Surname is one of thetitles of the series Essences ofChinese Culture. This is the firstscholarly
study of appellation ofChinese people. Chinese surnamesand names are quite different fromthose of other nations
in the world.This booklet provides a largeamount of data to describe the originand development of
Chinesesurnames. It presents a detailedanalysis of the background of social，political and economic
situationwhich leads to formation andevolution of Chinese surnames.Very interesting and unique customsof giving
and calling surnames inChinese history are introduced withmany illustrations.
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章节摘录

　　The academic world has divergent opinions on the interpreta-tion of this passage.　Nonetheless，　the
passage reflects that for themost part， and on a large scale， surnames were given to men duringthe initial periods
of patriarchal society，　hence resulting in patriar-chal tribes.Since Emperor Huang is largely mythical， we
know that he wasmore of a representative figure， rather than a specific person， to theancient people; we thus do
not need to examine his twenty-five sonsin detail.　We can instead interpret his twenty-five sons as twenty-five
capable men who had the ability to independently support theirown sub-tribes. These men of Emperor Huang's
tribe indeed set outto form tribes of their own，　initiating each tribe with a certain sur-name.　Such a
phenomenon may have mm'ked the first formalizationof societal relations among the expanding patriarchal
societies.　Theabove passage also informs us that though members of EmperorHuang's tribe were blood relatives
， they were given twelve new sur-names，　thus enabling future members of these new tribes to
inter-marry.Another ancient legend tells the story of Emperor Huang lead-ing the masses against three Miao Tribes
including Chi You in theZhu Lu~ fields: With the Xiong~， Ba， and other tribes， EmperorHuang engaged in
fierce battle with the Chi You and his people.Though this recounting is heavily tinged with folklore.
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