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0000 Of late years the public have been trying to tackle me in every way they possibly can, and failing to
make anything of it they have turned to treating me as a great man. This is a dreadful fate to overtake anybody.
There has been a distinct attempt to do it again now, and for that reason | absolutely decline to say anything about
the celebration of my seventieth birthday. But when the Labor Party, my old friends the Labor Party, invited me
here, I knew that | should be all right. Now, however, we have built up a Constitutional Party. We have built it up
on a socialistic basis. My friend, Mr. Sidney Webb, Mr.Macdonald and myself said definitely at the beginning that
what we had got to do was to make the Socialist Party a constitutional party to which any respectable God-fearing
man could belong without the slightest compromise of his respectability. We got rid of all those traditions that is
why Governments in the present day are more afraid of us than they were of any of the Radical people. Our
position is a perfectly simple one and we have the great advantage of understanding our position. \We oppose
socialism to capitalism. According to the capitalists, there will be a guarantee to the world that every man in the
country would get a job. They didn't contend it would be a well-paid job, because if it was well paid a man would
save up enough one week to stop working the next week, and they were determined to keep a man working the
whole time on a bare subsistence wage-and, on the other hand, divide an accumulation of capital. They said
capitalism not only secured this for the working man,but, by insuring fabulous wealth in the hands of a small class
of people, they would save money whether they liked it or not and would have to invest it. That is capitalism, and
this Government is always interfering with capitalism. Instead of giving a man a job or letting him starve they are
giving him doles after making sure he has paid for them first. They are giving capitalists subsidies and making all
sorts of regulations that are breaking up their own system. All the time they are doing it, and we are telling them it is
breaking up,they don't understand.
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