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[0 O A boy starts his adventure as soon as the summer holidays begin. He asks everyone he meetsC] "Do you have

Mouse pencilsC]
" People answer him with curious looks. Until one day[] after along searchl] the boy is totally thrilled by an

answer a man gives him. Can you guess the answer[]
O O The First Prize in Chinas Book Competitiond [ The Prize for Excellence in Childrens Literature by the[

O Writers Association of Chinall [0 The Certificate of Honor for Writing by IBBY [0 19921
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00 O Zhang ZhiluCl born in Beijing in 194500 is a famous author of childrens literature in China. He is currently
the deputy director of the Childrens Literature Committee affiliated to the Writers Association of Chinaand a
scriptwriter with the Film Group of China.[] [0 He has published more than thirty booksd including The Third
Corpsd To Whom the Cicada Sings lllegal Wisdom and Do You Have Mouse Pencils[]

O O He has written the scripts for ten films[J two of them being Beibeil] the Static Boy and Mother Has Not Been
Away.[] [0 Black Anteloped one of his short stories[] has been included in the national Chinese language

textbook for middle schools in China.
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Chapter 1 The PasswordChapter 2 The Challenge BeginsChapter 3 The Plot ExposedChapter 4 Old Qiu and The
Fortune TellerChapter 5 The Young Heavy SmokerChapter 6 Going AstrayChapter 7 Steamed Bun Film
CrewChapter 8 Unstoppable LuckChapter 9 Becoming a CheatChapter 10 The White LieChapter 11 A Glimmer

of HopeChapter 12 The Robbers DaughterChapter 13 Cat Erasers
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00 O Mr. Qiu nodded helplessly, “Thats basically what it is, but as far as human beings are concerned, there are
many different complicated factors. If you say dragons give birth to dragons, and phoenixes give birth to
phoenixes, thats just not very scientific."l] [J Laughing Eyes picked up the thread of the conversation immediately,
"Exactly]

Thats exactly what | meant. Mr. Qiu is exactly right. Whats the old saying[]

The dragon has nine sons, none of which are alike[]

You stretch out your ten fingers and none of them are of the same length. How could they all be the same[]

"[0 [0 1 was secretly astonished at the skill of Laughing Eyes, who made his original mistake the basis for what was
correct. After a white, the mistake became someone elses, and he became the spokesman for the truth. Was this not
"spouting nonsense"[]

But because he spoke with the force of justice, the victory was his. The right to speak was firmly within his grasp.[]
[J Lady Teacher had wanted to get a word in edgewise several times,but just couldnt get her two cents in. It would
have been easy, to ,refute him, but .the opportunity had already passed. Laughing Eyes had laid claim to the truth.
How could you argue with the "truth"[J

All she could do was staring at him furiously and cracking sunflower seeds between her teeth.
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