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[0 O Beijing plans to build huge free or low-cost parking lots beyond the Fourth and Fifth Ring Roads to encourage
more ca r owners to take buses or subways to the down(] town area.[] [J The plan is just one of the many measu
res the city plans to take to reduce its traffic congestions as the 2008 Summer Olympic Games draw near.Low or no
parking fees would be used as economic leverage to reduce growing parking demands from urban areas.[] [ Car
owners living in the suburbs will be encouraged to park their cars beyond the Fou rth and Fifth Ring Roads and
take buses or subways to the downtown area.Statistics show that nearly one quarter of the citys traffic flow is
concentrated in the 62-square-kilometer downtown area within the Second Ring Road[] which makes up only 12
percent of the cityS total area.[] [1 The Beijing Traffic Management Bureaul receives between 400 and 500 calls
reporting traffic jams every day and more than 90 percent of the roads are filled to capacity during rush hour every
morning and evening.Part of the problem is the lack of easy links between bus routes[] subways and CarS.[]

[0 According to the communication commission[] half of the cityS investment transportation will go towards
public transit construction jn the next few yearstJ making a jump from the current only 20 percent.
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