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[0 O ~Last week my youngest son and 1 visited my father at his new home in Tucson Arizonall He moved there
a few years agol] and 1 was eager to see his new placeand meet his friends] [J [J My earliest memories 0f my
f~~her are Of a talll] handsome[] successful mandevoted to his work and family[] but uncomforable with his
childrend As a child lloved him[1 as a school girl and young adult] [0 [0 00 O O | feared him and"felt bitterabout
him[ He seemed unhappy with me unless | got straight AL S and unhappy withmy boyfriends if their fathers were
notas* successful” as he wasCd Whenever | wentout with him on weekends[J | used to struggle to think up things
to say[] feeling onguardd [0 [0 On the first day of my visitCl we went out with one of my fatherD S friends for
lunchat an outdoor care] We walked along that aEernoon(] did some shopping[] ate on thestreet table(] and
laughed over my son’ S funny facial expressionsC] Gone was myfather’ S critical 0 0 OO O [ air and strict rules
[J Who was this person | knew as myfatherl] who seemed SO friendly and interesting to be around[]

What had held himback before[d

~
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