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Certainly the world, the social world in particular, was, as it were, just as imperfect as man. Evil demons existed
alongside the good spirits but, givenrespectively the educational level of man and the charismaticquality of the
ruler, the world was as good as could be. Theorder of the world resulted from the natural development ofcultural
needs and the unavoidable division of labor, which inturn led to collision of interests. According to the
Master'srealistic conceptions, the basic impulses of human conductwere economic and sexual. Hence, creatural
wickednessand a "state of sin" were not necessary reasons either forcoercive power or social subordination. The
latter wereconsidered simply as the economic state of affairs wheremeans of subsistence were scarce in relation to
ever-growing needs. Without coercive power a war of allagainst all would result. Therefore, the coercive order
perse, the differentiation of property, and the struggles ofeconomic interests were not, in principle, problems at
all. Although the school developed a cosmogony,Confucianism was in large measure bereft of metaphysicalinterest.
The scientific claims of the school were no lessmodest. The development of mathematics had progressed
totrigopnometry——>but this soon decayed because it was notused. @ Confucius evidently had no knowledge of
theprecession of the equinoxes which had been known in theMiddle East for a long time.
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