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UNIT ONE 1.Speech versus Silence 2.Why Not Speed Up Your Reading? 3.Help!A HomecomingUNIT TWO
4.News of the Engagement 5.The Lucky Archaeologist 6.The Story of JazzUNIT THREE 7.Reading for A’ s
8.Detour to Romance 9.The Sixth SenseUNIT FOUR 10.Long Walk to Forever 12.Never Trust
AppearancesUNIT FIVE 13.The Gift of Understanding 14.1 Thought about This Girl 15.Exercise and
HealthTEST PAPER ONEUNIT Six 16.Why History? 17.Death and Taxes 18.The Hidden Truth about Japan’ s
Unit 731UNIT SEVEN 19.The Sacrifice at Masada 20.My Sixth Christmas 21.Make Today CountUNIT EIGHT
22.Richard Nixon’ s Childhood 23.Picnic in the Dining Room 24.Mr. Worker and Mr. GuestUNIT NINE
25.Should We Allow Curiosity to Kill the Cat? 26.A Story of the West 27.The Model MillionaireUNIT TEN
28.The Most Unforgettable Character I've Met 29.Passing Trains 30.Discovery of a FatherTEST PAPER
TWOKEY TO TEST YOURSELF(1) AND (2)
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[0 O 2.The teacher may ask the students to tell the meaning of the title. Ask the whole classwhat the gift is referred
to. The candies and the small change given by Mr. Wigden andthe fish and two pennies given by the author are a
kind of the gift of understanding, asthe two adults understand the simplicity and innocence of the children. The Kiss
fromhis wife may be also a gift of understanding, as she appreciates her husbands action.The "gift" of understanding
may refer to a natural ability to understand others, like the gift of music or the gift for language. However, the most
important gift of understand-ing is the influence of Mr. Wigden on the author. What the old man had done to the
child taught the author to understand the innocence of the children and had the author realize the power of the
grown-up to preserve or destroy that innocence. The gift of un-derstanding was passed on from generation to
generation of human being. The teacher should also help the students understand the innocence of the child by
pointing out the fact that for the little child the cherry seeds were so valuable that he wrapped them carefully with
shining tinfoil. He wanted to use his treasure to "buy" candies and make a fair exchange.[J [J 3.There are minute
descriptions of psychological activities in the story. For example, to decide what kind of candy to choose puts the
little boy in a dilemma. The short pang of regret, the decision and indecision are true reflection of whats going on in
a childsmind when facing "such an array of delicious temptations”. But in other places where there are important
psychological activities, the author is more sparing of words. Ask the students what Mr. Wigden might be thinking
when the little boy handed him the cherry seeds and what the author might be thinking when he looked at the coins
in his hand. Considering that both were small businessmen, it is difficult to make the kind ot decisions they made.
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