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O O I turned on the tape recorder and each in turn solemnly counted from one to twenty in their best accents.
When it was over[] | turned the tape recorder off and brought round the drinks. I was sternly criticized for having
such an idiotic job and for the rest of the evening there was general jolly OO [0 [0 [0 [0 conversation —— spoilt only
by the fact that | had to take a telephone call in another room which unfortunately lasted some time.[J [0 Or at
least that is how it would appear[] for[J of course[] the microphones were not connected to the tape recorder in
the middle of the room at all but to another one which was turning happily away in the kitchen. The participantsC]
having seen the visible tape recorder turned off] paid no more attention to the microphones which stayed in front
of their chairsC] only a few inches from their mouths[] thus giving excellent sound quality. And my lengthy
absence meant that | was able to obtain as natural a piece of conversation as it would be possible to find.[J [ |
should addJ perhapsC] that I did tell my friends what had happened to them[ after the event was over(] and
gave them the option of destroying the tape. None of them wanted to —— though for some years afterwards | was
left in no doubt that | was morally obliged to themO in the sense that it always seemed to be my round when it
came to the buying of drinks. Linguistic research can be a very expensive business. (1 [1 [ [J
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