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For centuries people dreamed of space travel. This dream began to seem possible with the development of
high-flying rockets in the early 1900s. A rocket travels through the air by shooting out a stream of hot gases. These
gases come from the burning of fuel.In 1903 a Russian schoolteacher named Konstantin Tsiolkovsky created a plan
for using rockets for space travel. His plan was the first one to include accurate scientific calculations. About 20
years later[] a U. S. scientist named Robert Goddard built the first rockets that could reach high altitudes. In
Germany in the 1920sC] Hermann Oberth wrote a book that persuaded many powerful people that the new
rockets made space flight possible. During World War 1] German scientists designed large rockets that could
travel long distances while carrying high explosives. After the war[d scientists from Germany went to the United
States and the Soviet Union to help design space rockets. Those two countries were soon in a race to space. The
competition was intense ([J [J )because of their competing political systems and military might. The Soviet Union
had a communist system[J and the United States has a democratic ((J [J [J ) one. The two rivals also had
developed hydrogen bombs. People in the United States became concerned when the Soviets were the first to
launch a space satelliteC] which was called Sputnik. The Soviets were also first in sending a person into space when
Yury Gagarin traveled in the VVostok | spacecraft in1961. The U.S. government became determined that its space
program would be the first toput a person on the Moon. The U. S. space program built a series of Apollo spacecraft
O which were powered by huge Saturn 5 rockets. In 19690 Apollo 11 took three men to the Moon. Neff
Armstrong became the first person to set foot on the Moon. After the Soviets lost the race to land people on the
Moon[ they built the first space station. The United States also built a space station. The space stations proved
that people could live and work in space. The Soviet Union and the United States linked two spacecraft in space on
a joint mission. This ended their “ space race.“ Today a much larger space station] assembled (OI (I ) with the
cooperation of several countriesC] orbits Earth.
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