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[0 O In the nineteenth century, the United States grew quickly. Artists who explored the frontier produced an array
of works depicting Western scenes. Some mass-produced their works; others displayed them in traveling shows.
These artists offered the public some of the first views of the West. Their works shaped peoples views of the
Western frontier.[] (I In large part, the works of these artists described the Western frontier of myth. Many of the
artists depicted landscapes and cultures yet untouched by the modem world. In fact, set- dement had already
destroyed aspects of the natural environment and the way of life of many Native Americans. Some artists portrayed
vast, unspoiled landscapes. Others portrayed Native Americans as noble savages in perfect harmony with nature.]
[0 The works of Albert Bierstadt and Thomas Moran are examples of paintings that shaped the Western landscape
of myth. Bierstadt painted vast scenes of endless plains and mountain ranges. Moran portrayed the wild splendor of
such sites as the Grand Canyon.[J [ Landscape photographers also played a part in shaping the mythic West. The
western expanse appeared silent, still, and timeless in photos. Some artists portrayed pristine (CI [0 [ ) landscapes.
Others, such as Carleton Watkins, explored humankinds union with nature. Watkinss pictures of Yosemite had
such an impact that President Abraham Lincoln placed limits on the region to protect it from misuse.C] [0 Many
artists depictions of Native Americans portrayed rich cultures as unaffected by Western expansion. These artists
sought to preserve the customs of Native Americans. George Catlin was one of the first artists to document Native
cultures. His paintings showed their vanishing way of life. Likewise, photographer Edward S. Curtis recorded the
diverse cultures of the West in his North American Indian Project. Both artists presented Native cul- tures of a
recent past instead of revealing the current challenges faced by Native peoples see- king to adapt to their changing
world.[0 O Unlike Catlin and Curtis who sought to preserve a record of Native cultures, Frederic Remingtons
works called on the settler to tame the Wild West and its peoples. His inventive works explored the tensions
between the celebrated cowhand and the Native peoples. Remingtons works glorified white settlement. His images
assumed that.the setters takeover of the land was justified.
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