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[0 O Why are soaps so popular[]

The most important reason is that they are about the daily activities of ordinary people, and they usually center
around a small community or a large family. However, soap operas are much more dramatic than real life. It allows
the scriptwriter to create a complicated plot, with five or six different story lines all running at the same time. The
stories are usually based on problems within personal relationships and family life, so the viewers can easily identify
with the feelings and opinions of the characters. They can see that the lives of the people on the screen are not so
very different from their own.J [0 Some viewers even start to think of the TV characters as real friends and family.
They write letters to their favorites, giving them advice and offering their own opinions, and sometimes copy their
styles of dress and behavior. Events like births, weddings or deaths in soaps are always followed with great interest.
If a favorite character is unfairly treated, this usually provokes strong reactions. In one famous soap, a woman was
sent to prison, and viewers started a national campaign to have her set free.[] [1 Soaps may also be popular because
they offer easy entertainment. Viewers dont have to concentrate very hard to follow the story. The same characters
are seen every day, and the stories move along quite slowly. If viewers are forced to miss their favorite soap for a
couple of weeks, theres no need to worry. They only need to watch one or two episodes to catch up again.
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