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[0 O But what we started to talk about was the balcony, from which we can get a long view of Chestnut street all the
way from Broad street almost to the river15. It is a pleasant prospect, There is something very individual about
Chestnut street. It could not possibly be in:New York. The solid, placid dignity of most of the buildings, the
absence of skyscrapers, the plain stone fronts with the arched windows of the sixties16, all these bespeak a city
where it is still a little bit bad form for a building to be too garishly new17. | may be wrong, but I do not remember
in New York any such criss-cross of wires above the streets. Along Chestnut street they run at will from roof to roof
over the way.[] [0 Gazing from our little balcony the eye travels down along the uneven profile of the northern
flank of Chestnut street. From the Wanamaker wirelessis past the pale, graceful minaret of the Federal Reserve
Bank, the skyline drops down to the Federal Building which, standing back from the street, leaves a gap in the view.
Then the slant of roofs draws the eye upward again, over the cluster of little conical spires on Greens Hotel [ like a
French chateaull to the sharp ridges and heavy pyramid roof of the Merchants Union Trust Company. This, with
its two attendant banks on either side, is undOubtedly the most extraordinary architectural curiosity Chestnut
street can boast. The facade, with its appalling quirks and twists of stone and iron grillwork, its sculptured Hurts
and Medusa faces, is something to contemplate with alarfn19.00 [J 6After reaching Seventh street, Chestnut
becomes less adventurous. Perhaps awed by the simple and stately beauty of Independence Hall and its neighbors,
it restrains itself from any further originality until Fourth street, where the ornate Gothic of the Provident20 claims
the eye. From our balcony we can see only a part of Independence Hall, but we look down on the faded elms along
the pavement in front and the long line of iron posts beloved of small boys for leapfrog. Then the eye climbs to the
tall and graceful staff above the Drexel Buildng, where the flag ripples cleanly against the blue. And our view is
bounded, far away to the east, by the massive tower of the Victor factory in Camden22.
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