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[0 O Normally, when an expository writer chooses a subject to write about, he is choosing a subject to define.
"Appetite”, in an average dictionary, is defined as "natural desire for satisfying some want or need, esp. for food"
which provides a very general explanation of the Word. But Lee in this passage would rather define it as "one of the
major pleasures in life", "the keenness of living", "any condition of unsatisfied desire, any burning in theblood ... ",
etc. As can be readily seen in "Appetite”, to construct a definition over and above the dictionary one is .evidently
not his major concern. By interpreting what "appetite” means to him, Lee actually is seeking to explain to his reader
a relatively more abstract idea, a subject, a look at how to keep away from boredom in life. This explanation proves
effective in that Lee has successfully utilized an approach revolving around definition which allows a complicated
concept or even an abstraction to be looked at concretely instead of abstractly, thus helping to make it easier to
comprehend.d O Appetite is more often than not associated with the want for food, a feeling everyone has
experienced and finds it easy to bring back to mind as to what it is like. In defining "appetite”, however, Lee
obviously intends to focus on desire in a broader sense. To make what he has ,in mind more comprehensible, the
author frequently switches from one concept to the other so that the reader is given a chance to walk back and forth
between the concrete and the abstract. Comparison is, therefore, one of a number of ways to approach definition.
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