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O O IMPROVING THE LOT oF MIGRANT WORKERSO [ The investigation report on migrant laborers in
China published by the Research Officeofthe State Council and the report on the living conditions ofmigrant
workers in cities by theNational Bureau of Statistics earlier this year give an insight into the not So-optimistic
situa-tion of these workers around the country.[d Ttlere are a huge number of farmers-turned migrant workers in
Shanghai.They accountfor more than halfofthe city’ s 8 million workers.The municipal government has put in
mucheffort to upgrade the status ofmigrant workers.Shanghai was named as one ofthe top io citiesfavored by
migrant workers in February.Four migrant workers were on the city’ s list ofmodelworkers in May.[ There is a
marked trend to gradually upgrade the status of migrant workers] but there are still many problems to be solved.
O First] a cooperative mechanism led by the government and participated in by the market and society should be
established to solve the problems concerning migrant workers.The government should play a decisive role in this
scheme.Besides providing basic needs and services to migrant workers[] the government should guide the market
and society to create a good environment for these people.[] [J The non-action of some local governments is the
main reason for the problems migrant workers have encountered in the process of urbanization and the difficulties
faced by civil organizations to protect migrant workers’ rights and interests. The government can play a bigger role
by increasing public expenditure tO upgrade the treatment of these workers.lJ [J Second[] the media’” s image of
migrant laborers should be improved.Numerous negative reports about them have affected their image.Many
urban residents have a biased view ofrural migrant laborers and associate them with poverty[J violence and
rudeness.
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