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] O Stephen Hebron is publications and exhibitions manager at the Word-sworth Trust in Cumbria. England. He
is the co-author of several books andexhibition cataloguesl] including Romantic Women Writers (1 with
JonathanWordsworth. 199400 John Keats[] with RobertWoof. 199501 . and Hyenas in Petticoats[]
MaryWollstonecraft and Mary[] Shelley (1 with ClaireTomalin and RobertWoof[dJ 19970 . His mostrecent
publication is William Wordsworth inthe British Library Writers Lives seriesC] British Library[d 20000 .
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[0 O Through Reynolds Keats met James Rice, a young lawyer who, thoughincurably ill, had a warm humour and a
philosophical outlook that made himparticularly lovable - the most sensible, and even wise Man | know, Keats
said.Also through Reynolds he met Benjamin Bailey, an Oxford undergraduate studyingfor ordination. Bailey
shared Keatss love of literature, and the two men quicklybecame friends. Towards the end of the summer Bailey
invited Keats to spend thesecond half of the vacation with him in Oxford. Keats, whose brothers had just leftfor
France to enjoy a holiday at his expense, immediately accepted.[] [0 He arrived at Oxford at the beginning of
September. Bailey lived atMagdalen Hall, and his rooms had a fine view overlooking the deer park. Keatstook to
the ancient university town at once; This Oxford | have no doubt is thefinest City in the world, he wrote to his sister
Fanny, it is full of old Gothicbuildings - Spires - towers - Quadrangles - Cloisters Groves &c and is surroundedwith
more Clear streams than ever | saw together.
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[0 O John Keats died at a tragically early age(] but during his short life he contrib-uted what have become some of
the best-known poems in the Englishlanguaged such as Ode to a Nightingale[l Ode on a Grecian Urn and
ToAutumn.In this new biography of Keats[] Stephen Hebron traces Keatss life and devel-opment as a poet[]
assessing his work in thecontext of the contemporary socialand literary scene. After leaving school Keats worked as
an apprentice to anapothecaryJ] and then went on to train as a surgeon. But it was poetry thatdominated his life.
He began to ~ve in poetic and artistic circlesd] countingamong his friends and acqual]

nnces Leigh Hunt. Benjamin Robert Haydon.Charles Lamb and Percv Bvsshe Shelley and it was not long before his
poetywas published regularly. Despite admiration of him by contemporary literaryfiguresl] reviewers were not as
favourable and in his lifetime the majority of hispoetry met with harsh criticism.Having lost his mother and brother
to tuberculosis[] Keats knew the signs ofthe illness when he too succumbed. Sent to Italy by his doctor to
recuperate[] he never returned] dying in Rome aged just 25. His poetry inspired Tennysonand BrowningJ and
the Pre-Raphaelitepainters ranked him on a par with Dantel] Homer Chaucer and Goethe. Today[] Keatsis
recognised as one of the great poets otthe Romantic. or indeed any age[] confir-mation of his own sure assertion
[ Ithink Ishall be among the English Poets after mydeath.
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