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[0 O nomic principles that were developed in many cultures and over a long periodof time.In this chapter we will
look at these principles as functions Of thesocieties in which they were the basis of the political system.Although it
wasmentioned earlier that economics as an academic discipline first began in thel6th century,our study wil start
somewhat earlier and ook at the medievaEuropean period.The reason for this is that many aspects of that period
re-mained functional centuries after the"Middle Ages"[J 400-1 500 A.D.[1 ended.As we will see] no economic
system iS permanent] nor will any have a clear-cutbeginning or end.Economics is a discipline of overlaps both
temporal andphilosophical.
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