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00 O 1.1 English today O Four hundred years ago, at the turn of the 16th and 17th centuries, English was[]

(1 spoken almost exclusively by the English in England, and by some speakers in Wales,[O O Ireland and Scotland,
and this had been so for hundreds of years since the language] [1 was first brought to Britain in the 5th century.

[0 English today is a worldwide international language. It is spoken as a mother tongue by about 400 million people
in the British Isles, Canada, the United States of America, Australia and New Zealand. It is a second language for
many others in, for example, India and Pakistan and in some African states, where it is used as an official language
in government and education. New EnglishesC] [0 Many different national and regional varieties of English have
therefore developed, and will continue to do so. They have been called new Englishes, with their own
characteristics of vocabulary, grammar and pronunciation, in the different states of Africa, India and Pakistan,
Singapore and the Philippines for example. Standard EnglishC] [ In Britain there are many regional and social
dialects, but there is one variety which is not confined to any geographical region. It originally developed as a
common system of writing, but it is also the dialect of what is called educated speech:[J [J Educated English
naturally tends to be given the additional prestige of government agencies, the professions, the political parties, the
press, the law court and the pulpit - any institution which must attempt to address itself to a public beyond the
smallest dialectal community. It is codified in dictionaries, grammars, and guides to usage, and it is taught in the
school system at all levels. It is almost exclusively the language of printed matter. Because educated English is thus
accorded implicit social and political sanction, it comes to be referred to as STANDARD ENGLISH ... [0 Quirk et
al., Longman 1985 A Comprehensive Grammar of the English Language, p 1801

Page 6



000 0O, tushu007.com

goon
gobboooboupbDFODODDODOOOO0O0O0OO0OOOODOOO

0000000 :http://www.tushu007.com

Page 7



