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[0 O Wang taught Pearl to say the Chinese word for pearl, zhenzhu.The day she learned it, Pearl went around the
house saying zhenzhuover and over again. She liked the sound of the word; with its two littlerushes of wind sounds.
Now she knew her Chinese name.[] [ Pearl feltso close to Wang that she thought her amah had alwaysbeen with
her. She didnt know her mother had always been with herbecause she didnt have as many memories of Caroline as
she did ofher amah. O "Where did you used to live[d

" she asked her mother one day.[] [0 Caroline was surprised and her feelings a little hurt.C0 O "With youl

" she criedi "Weve always been together[]

"[0 O Her daughters love for Wang and for speaking Chinese madeCaroline wonder if shed made a terrible mistake
in bringing her daugh-ter to China. She sighed to think that Pearl might grow up more Chi-nese than American.
She worried about the "tropical diseases and lackof hospitals, too. She had already seen three of her babies die of
diseasebefore Pearl was ever born.
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