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O O It is a rare work of fiction whose author does not employ dialogue in some way to reveal establish(1 and
reinforce character. For this reason the reader must be prepared to analyze dialogue in a number of different ways
O for 0 100 the identity of the speaker] [ 200 the occasion] [1 301 what is being said] [0 40 the identity of
the person or persons the speaker is addressing(] [1 500 the quality or character of the exchanged and [0 600 the
speakers tone of voicel] stress[] dialectl] and vocabulary.(] O In evaluating what a given character says about
himself and others[] one always faces [ in the absence of clarifying comments by the authord the problem of the
characters reliability and trustworthiness. Both deliberate deception and unconscious self-deception always lurk as
distinct possibilities in fictional charactersC] as in real people. Although determining the reliability and veracity of
characters can be difficultC] most authors provide clues. When one character is contradicted in whole or part by
another[] the accumulated evidence on both sides must be carefully weighed and examined. One can also test
reliability by looking at the characters subsequent conduct and behavior to see if what he does somehow
contradicts what he says. Finally(J there is always the appeal to the subsequent events of the plot itself to see
whether those events tend to support or contradict the characters statements.
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