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[0 O Which advertises, incorporates, and supportsthem. Whoever identifies the goal of literary studies as such with
theinterpretation of texts will either have no explanation for thesephenomena, or else have somewhat embarrassed
recourse tovague notions such as fate. It is my contention that the processresulting in the acceptance or rejection,
canonization or non-canonization of literary works is dominated not by vague, but byvery concrete factors that are
relatively easy to discern as soon asone decides to look for them, that is as soon as one eschewsinterpretation as the
core literary studies and begins to addressissues such as power, ideology, institution, and manipulation. Assoon as
one does this, one also realizes that rewriting in all its formsoccupies a dominant position among the concrete
factors justreferred to. This book is an attempt to emphasize both theimportance of rewriting as the motor force
behind literaryevolution, and the necessity for further in-depth study of thephenomenon. Rewriters have always
been with us, from the Greek slave whoput together anthologies of the Greek classics to teach the childrenof his
Roman masters, to the Renaissance scholar who collatedvarious manuscripts and scraps of manuscripts to publish a
more orless reliable edition of a Greek or Roman classic.
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