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OOO00O OO0 Inthemiddle of the tunnel, there was a dead bird. This made Thumbelina very sad because
she loved birds and their music. The mole said, "The birds stay late in the winter, and they freeze to death!" "You're
right,” the mouse said. Thumbelina sometimes kissed the bird. She made a blanket of hay. She covered the bird
with the blanket. Thumbelina heard its heart beating! It was still alive,but very weak. She warmed the bird with the
torch and gave it grains. Thumbelina said, "Rest and get your strength back."” Spring came, and Thumbelina took
care of the bird. She did not tell the mole and the mouse. They did not like the bird. When the sun warmed the
earth, the little hole above the bird grew larger. The bird was ready to leave. "Thank you," said the bird. "I will fly to
the warmer places. Ride on my back, and I will take you !" Thumbelina was sad but said, "I can't. The mouse wants
me to marry the mole.” The bird was sad. He said, "Then, goodbye, Thumbelina. I will miss you." Thumbelina cried
every day. She didn't want to marry the mole. "You are very lucky!" said the mouse."Now, stop crying, or I'll bite
you with my big teeth.You will marry the mole this summer. You need to make a wedding dress so you will be
ready." Thumbelina left the mouse's house to look at the warm sun. When she thought of marrying the mole,she
cried. She saw the bird that she saved. It came down and told her, "I can't leave you like this. You must come with
me to warmer places.” She jumped on the bird's back, and they flew away. The air was cold in the sky, but it soon
became warmer. The snow on the ground changed to green hills. Now, the weather was very nice and warm.
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