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[0 OO We all got into a carriage pulled by four horses and weresoon moving quickly through the countryside.[]

[0 "What do you think happened?"Sherlock Holmes askedlInspector Gregory.[ [ "I think that Fitzroy Simpson
went to the stable to stealSilver Blaze,"the inspector said."He mixed a drug into Ned's supper.Ned fell asleep,and
Fitzroy Simpson tookthe horse.Straker found Simpson near the stable. Therewas a fight,and Fitzroy Simpson
murdered Straker."[J O | could see from his face that Holmes did not believethis story.Shaking his head,he
asked,"Where did Fitzroy Simpson buy the drug?And if Simpson wanted to stopSilver Blaze from running in the
race,why didn't he injurethe horse in the stable?There was no need for him to stealthe animal."[0 [0 Without
waiting for an answer,Holmes went on,"Didhe have a key to open the door of the stable?\WWhere has hehidden the
horse?What about the envelope in his pocket?" [ Inspector Gregory smiled.[] [ "Slowly,Mr Holmes. Too many
questions at once.Theenvelope had money in it.Fitzroy Simpson has been onholiday in the area and would know a
good hiding placefor the horse."[1 [ "What about the scarf?"asked Holmes.[ [ "Fitzroy said he loSt it and that
Straker must have foundit."the inspector said."Now,| have another importantfaCt. There were some horse thieves in
a camp near thefarm.Fitzroy might have taken the horse to them."[J 00 "That'S possible."Holmes agreed.[] [ "My
men are looking for the horse thieves now,"theinspector continued.[J [J "I see."said Holmes."1_ell me about the
other farm.Capleton,where the horse Desborough is.Have you talkedto Silas Brown who looks after that horse?"[]
(] "We cannot find any evidence that Silas Brown hadanything to do with the murde Howeveg everyone saysthat
Silas did not like Straker,"the inspector said.[J [J Holmes was silent for a while.He closed his eyes as hewas thinking
deeply.Then we arrived at the farm,and weall got out of the carriage.[] [J Suddenly,Holmes said to CoJonel
Ross."lIs Straker'Sbody here at your farm?"[] [1 "Yes,it'S upstairs,“replied the colonel.0] 0 "Good.1 would like to
look at it."Holmes said. Thenhe asked,"Tell me,Colonel,you knew John Straker formany years.Did you think he
was a good man?"[J O "I always thought him an excellent man."Colonel Ross replied.[] [0 Holmes turned to
Inspector Gregor "Did you make alist Of all the things in the dead man,s pockets?"he asked."Yes,and | put all the
things in a box.You can have alook."the inspector said.He handed Holmes a box.Holmesopened it and looked
inside.[J [0 "What have we here?"he asked."A silver pocket watch.a box of matches,a small candle,some tobacco,a
pipe,some gold coins,a pencil case,some documents,and a knife."[J [0 He turned to the inspector,"ls this the knife
you found in Straker hand}"[] [ The inspector nodded,and then said,"Yes.Dr.Watson,do you think it looks like a
special kind of knife.one thatperhaps a doctor might need?Please examine it."l examined the knife carefully.l had
seen knives like itbefore."This iS the kind of knife that iS used for eyeoperations.”l said.[] [0 Holmes
smiled,"Yes,indeed,"he said. It's used for a special purpose.lt's not a knife to fight with!"[J [J "I asked Mrs.Straker
about the knife."the inspector explained,"and she said that John Straker kept it near his bed."[J [0 "What about the
documents?"Holmes asked.[ [ "One of them iS a receipt for food for the horses."theinspector said."oBe is a letter
from Colonel Ross one iSa bill from a ladies'dressmaker in London. It iS for a veryexpensive dress.The bill iS made
out to a Mr.WilliamDarbyshire.Mrs.0 O O [
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