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[0 O As we sailed there, another storm drove the ship westward.Every moment, we thought the ship would sink.
Again, wedid not know where we were. We were lost. After severaldays of this, one of the men saw land. Before we
could seeanything else, the ship hit a sand bar and stopped. The seacame over the ship and began to break it. We
preparedourselves to die. Some of the men managed to put our smallboat into the sea, and we all got into it. The
wind blewthe waves very high, but it also blew us toward the shore.\We were certain that the big waves would smash
the boaton the shore.[0 O Suddenly, an even larger wave turned the boat upsidedown, and we all fell into the wild
sea. The wave carriedme toward the land. | could not breathe. | thought | woulddie. Then, | felt sand under my feet.
| tried to stand up. Igot some air. | stood and walked forward. Another waveknocked me down again and drove me
forward. | wasterrified. | did not know which way was up. | could not breathe. The wave carried me for a long time.
My head came out of the water and into the air. | breathed. Suddenly, my body hit a rock. It hurt me, but I hung
onto it. The wave went back. The next wave carried me forward again. At last, | was able to climb out of the water. |
sat on the beach.J [J | was glad to be alive because | was certain that | wasgoing to die in the waves. | stood up and
walked about. Ihoped that some of the other men were safe, too, but theywere not. I never saw any of them again.
They had alldrowned. | found three hats and two shoes, but that wasall. | looked at the ship. It seemed a long way
away. lwondered how | had got to the shore.[J 0 What would happen to me now? | was wet and cold. Ihad no
food or water. | did not know where | was. Wouldl be eaten by wild animals? Would I be killed by savagepeople?
Would I die of hunger and thirst? I did not know.[J O It was beginning to grow dark. | needed water. Luckily,|
found a small stream a few hundred meters from the beach.Then, I climbed into a tree so that no wild animals
wouldfind me, and fell asleep.ld O When I woke up, it was day. The storm had stopped. Iwas very surprised to see
that the ship was now quite closeto the shore. The tide had lifted it from the sand bar, and thewaves had driven it
closer to the land. [J

walked along thebeach and found the boat lying on the sand a few kilometersaway. However, I could not reach it
because there was alarge inlet of water between me and it.C] OJ | went back toward the ship and found that the tide
hadgone out. | could walk almost right up to the ship. | realizedthat if we had stayed on board we would all be alive.
Thismade me very sad. Why was | the only one alive?] [ There was no answer to this question. | decided to
tryand get onto the ship and see if I could find some usefulthings. | swam to the ship and climbed onto it. | found
somefood and drink. | threw some large pieces of wood intothe water and tied them together to make a raft. | put
alot of wood on the raft and then some boxes, which Ifilled with food. | had some bread, some rice, and
somecheese. | got some dried goat meat and some corn as well. Then, | got some clothes, and | found the
carpenter's tools. These tools were worth more than gold to me. Then, lalso got some guns and gunpowder and two
old swords. Ibrought all these onto the raft and back to the beach. Someof the boxes almost fell into the water, but |
saved themand finally got everything onto the shore safely.[] [J As soon as | could, | climbed up a hill that was
nearbyto see where | was. Was | on a continent or an island? Werethere people? Were there wild animals? From the
top ofthe hill, I could see that | was on an island. The sea wasall around me, and | could see no other land. | saw no
signof people on the island, nor any wild animals. There werea lot of birds, but 1 did not know what type of birds
theywere. | shot a large bird, but its meat was terrible. | couldnot eat it.[] I | returned to the raft and made a small
hut with the woodl got from the ship. It was not very strong, but | was afraidof wild animals attacking me during the
night. It was almostlow fide again, so | swam back to the ship and brought backanother raft of valuable things. I got
some nails and axesand a grindstone to keep the axes sharp. I also got some ironbars, a lot of clothes, and some
more guns. | found a sailand a hammock. I made a new raft and brought everythingto shore. When | returned, |
saw an animal like a cat sittingon one of the boxes. It was not afraid of me. | gave it somefood. It ate the food and
walked into the forest.( 0 O [J
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