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IntroductionLife in the military is no picnic. The U.S. services—Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force, Coast Guard,
and National Guard—all require strict discipline in a rigid hierarchy. The training is diabolically tough, and that’ s
just the beginning. The pay isn’ t much, and living conditions can be primitive. Assignments can be harsh.
Baghdad, for example, routinely hits 120° F on summer days. Parts of Afghanistan are snowed in for most of the
winter. Missions are often not only dangerous but potentially lethal. On the other hand, when duties are not
life-threatening, they can be mind-numbingly tedious. So, how do our military men and women survive? We think
a well-developed sense of humor is a key to their equanimity. It lets these put-upon heroes relieve their tensions
with laughter. All of the anecdotes in this book were sent to Reader’ s Digest by men and women of the U.S.
military and their families. There are more than 500 separate stories of contemporary life in uniform— with its
contradictions, its foibles, and its ridiculous mixups and misunderstandings. We applaud these all-too-human
people who are able to laugh at themselves while still bravely defending our country. —THE EDITORS O [0 00
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0000 OO0 Soon after we arrived at my husband's new duty station in Groton,Conn.,I took our young
son to the base hospital to take care of our health records.A Marine wearing a green,brown and black camouflage
uniform,along with heavy combat boots,sat at his keyboard,entering our information.My son stared at him in
awe,then turned to me and asked,"Mommy, does he think he's hiding?" -CAROL KING At his first parade as a
Naval Academy midshipman, my brother,A.J.,and the others drilled for hours.Finally,they lined up in columns
and were assigned commanders who issued further orders.Many of the mids were anxious and repeatedly made
mistakes. But my brother seemed confident and never missed a beat."Mister,"his commander asked,"have you any
previous experience?Yes,ma‘'am,"A.J.replied."l have three older sisters!" -JAYMEBARDINO O O OO O OO O
OO00D00000000D00DO0DOO0Ooooooooooooooon
ODO0000000000000O0DOD0o0oDo0ooo0oooooobooooooong
ODO00000000000O0DO00o0oooo* 0000000 oOOooDooooooon

" —[000- OD0000D0O00D0AJOODOOOOOOoOoDDbOOooooooo
oot odoooooon
gododooooboouotdotioooobooootdodoooooonoooodod

“ oo ooguoo* toooooooao

T gooogn

"O000AJODO" ODO0ODOODOO0O0OO0O

" —00- 000

Page 6



0000 O, tushu007.com

<Ugpgootooootdoododn>>

goon

Page 7



0000 O, tushu007.com

<Ugpgootooootdoododn>>

goon
gobboooboupbDFODODDODOOOO0O0O0OO0OOOODOOO

0000000 :http://www.tushu007.com

Page 8



