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0000 OO0 Thebeginning of the Wei (220-280)and Jin (265-420) Dynasties witnessed the development
of ancient bridge building at its prime time. Especially from the Sui (581-618) and Tang (618-907) Dynasties to the
Song Dynasty(960-1279), China became the most advanced country in the world with strong national power,social
stability, peaceful unification, and well-developed industry, commerce,transportation, science and
technology.After the East Jin Dynasty, many imperial officials and their families started to move south.
Consequently the economic center began to switch from around the Yellow River Basin to the Yangtze River Basin
enabling rapid economic development in southeast of China, a region of many rivers and waterways. Strong
economic growth in turn stimulated the development of bridge building in that area. Many world famous bridges
emerged during that time including the Zhaozhou Bridge, the world's oldest open-spandrel stone arch bridge
invented by Li Chun, a master stonemason in the Sui Dynasty; Rainbow Bridge (Hong Qiao), a timber arch bridge
of the post-and-beam structure invented by bridge builders in the Northern Song Dynasty; and Wan'an Bridge
built by Cai Xiang of the Northern Song Dynasty.All these bridges became well-known in the bridge building
history of the world. Looking back at the Chinese bridge building history, one cannot help to notice that all
important inventions and achievements including the world's first of its kind bridges were built during this period.
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