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[0 O For amoment Louisa longed to cry on hisd shoulder and telll him all that was in her heart. He[] was a good
man, and kind, in his own way. But[J she could not forget the[] education of a lifetime. The walls between them
were too high. Louisal] [ looked at his stony face, and the.moment passed.She sat for a long time, looking silently
out of thell window.[J 0 *  Are you asking the factory chimneys for advice, Louisa? [ O There seemsto be
nothing there exceptd smoke.[] But when the night comes,[ fire bursts out”” she answered,[] 00 * | know that,
of coursew but I do not see[] what(J that[] has[J tolJ do[J with[J our conversation, Louisa.” [ [0 ‘ Father, life
issoshort--" O O° Itislonger now than ever before, my dear.Modern medicine— O OO OOGOO" |
speak of my own life, father.” O 0O ° The same laws governit,my dear,, 0O 0 °‘ Oh,what does it matter?she
cried.Then, in a steady ,straight way,she went on, Tell Mr Bounderby this Since he wishes to take me in this way , 1
am prepared to accept his hand in marriage.Say those exactwords.” OO DO 000000 0OOOODOOO
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" [0 O Coketown was full of Facts, with no Imagina- tion at ali. Its bricks had been red before the smoke and dirt
made them black. It was a town of machinery and tall factory chimneys.[J It had a black river full of waste from the
factories beside it. Its buildings shook all day with the thunder of its great machines. Its streets all looked the same,
and its people all looked the same, and did the same thing. To them every day was the same as yesterday and
tomorrow. Every year was the same as last year and next year.[] [1 Coketown was a serious place. It had eighteen
churches of plain red brick. Its prison, town hall, and hospital all looked the same. Fact, Fact, Fact was

[ everywhere,[] from0] theld] schooll to[J the tidy graveyard.[J [J But it was not a happy place. The ordinary
working people never went inside the churches. They got drunk instead, in its pubs —and even sang and danced.
Could it be, perhaps that they felt a need for something more than pure Fact in their lives? Imagination, perhaps; a
need for some lightness and laughter in their hard-working, Fact- filled lives?[] O The man lives at Pods End, said
Mr Gradgrind.0 WheresO that,[] Bounderby?l] Mr Bounderby was not sure,[] so they stopped and looked
about them. Just then a girl came running round the corner. Mr (Gradgrind recognized her.(0 [ Stop! he shouted.
Where are you going? Girl number twenty stopped, shaking with fear, and curtseyed shyly.[1 [1 Why are you
rushing through the streets like a mad thing? said Mr Gradgrind.[J [0 Someone was chasing me,[] said the girl.[]

[0 Who-- began Mr Gradgrind. Just then the colourless boy, nitzer,[J came round the corner at such blind speed
that he ran into Mr Bounderby and fell down. What do you mean by this, boy?[0 asked Mr Gradgrind. Jupe, was
this boy chasing you? O Yes, sir.[0 00 No, 1 wasnt![] the boy cried, Not until she ran away. But all circus people
are liars.[J O Enough, said Mr Gradgrind. Bitzer, if I hear any more about you, you will hear about me through the
master of the school. Now go along.[J [J The boy went,[] with a poisonous look at Sissy. Now, girl,[] said Mr
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Gradgrind, take us to your father; we are on our way there. What is in that bottle? Drink, | suppose.l] [0 Oh, no,
sir, its a special oil.00 O Oil? Whatever for?0] O To rub father with. We always uae it, sir,when anyone gets hurt in
the circus ring.0J O The girl led them to a poor little public house. Its here, sir. Just through the bar and up the
stairs. If you hear a dog, sir, its only Merrylegsthe WonderDog. O O OO0 000000 OOOOOO0O
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