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00 O O As we all know very well, our time and energy are not inexhaustible. We musttherefore use them very
carefully, that is, we must economize on them.How can we do it in vocabulary learning(]

Table 1is a useful guide. If you comeacross a word you do not know and feel that it is unlikely that you will use
ityourself, you place it in your reading vocabulary. Hence you do not waste yourtime and energy in memorizing all
the details about it, except that you make surethat you recognize it in your future reading. If instead you want to
place it in yourwriting vocabulary, you have to make a close study of it. There is no rule of thumb for you to follow.
The general guideline goes like this: There is a common core vocabulary consisting of 3000 n 4000 basic words
thatare shared by all the four types. They are normally covered in your previousstudy. It is worth noticing here that
some of these basic words, although they maybe already part of your reading and listening vocabulary, are not yet
your speaking and writing vocabulary. Some more practice is perhaps needed to masterthem. The majority of
words in the present three year courses go beyond thecommon core vocabulary. What should go to which type of
vocabulary is up toyou to decide.
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